DENISE MEDEMAR
ALLEGAN COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER

2018 ANNUAL REPORT

Kuipers & Branch Drain

Fillmore and Laketown Townships




TO THE HONORABLE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE
COUNTY OF ALLEGAN:

In compliance with the provision of Section 280.31 of Chapter Il, of
Act No. 40, of Public Acts of 1956, as amended, | have the honor as
the elected Drain Commissioner of said County of Allegan, to submit
the 2018 Annual Report covering the period from the 1¢t déy of
January, A.D. 2018, to the 315! day of December, A.D. 2018.

2018 Drain Commissioner and Office Staff:
Denise Medemar, Drain Commissioner
Carolynn Parnell, Chief Deputy
Karen Brinks, Deputy
vacant, Deputy Engineer
Brent Scholten, Maintenance Supervisor/Deputy
vacant, Drain Maintenance
Catherine Boysen, Secretary
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ALLEGAN COUNTY DRAIN COMMISSIONER
- County Courthouse

Telephone: 269.673.0440 Fax: 269.673.0396
Email: . dmedemar@allegancounty.org

The Allegan County Drain Commissioner is-charged with diverse
responsibilities as regulated by several public acts:

THE DRAIN OFFICE

The Michigan Drain Code (Act 40 of Public Acts of 1956, as amended) is the
law that governs the responsibilities of the Drain Commissioner. The Drain
Commissioner, Denise Medemar, and staff are responsible for the operation
and maintenance of more than 820 established county drains and storm
water management systems in Allegan County. This Act requires strict
adherence in regard to mailings, meetings, and public notification.

In 2018, 244 drains experienced activity, ranging from establishing new
drains to inspections and routine maintenance of existing drains. Of those
244 drains, 112 drainage districts were assessed. The total amount
assessed, $1,632,228.78, was spread to 32 of the 35 Allegan County
municipalities, the County at large and for road benefit, the Michigan
Department of Transportation for State Highway benefit, and the railway
systems that traverse our County.

The Drain Office provides Payoff Requests for Drain Special Assessments for
parcel owners and title companies as well as providing assistance throughout
the county on drains and flood complaints. Any flooding situations should be
immediately reported to the Drain Office at 269-673-0440. Requests for
drain maintenance or improvements should also be directed to this number.

DRAIN MAINTENANCE CREW

The Drain Maintenance Crew consists of a Maintenance Supervisor and a
Drain Maintenance worker. The Drain Maintenance position was vacant from
July to December of 2018 Maintenance activities by the maintenance crew
include ditch bottom cleaning, tree clearing, debris removal, beaver dam
removal, erosion repair, herbicide treatment, and repair of broken pipe on a
tile drain. Maintenance is accomplished by using hand tools and small power
equipment. In 2018, this form of maintenance was completed on 59 drains.

The Earned Release Program (ERP) and Detail Enabling Better Transition to
Society (DEBTS) were initiated by the Sheriff's Department as measures to
help address jail overcrowding. In 2018, the Drain Maintenance Crew utilized
the DEBTS program and cleaned 33 drains and also provided Storm
Inspections. Contractors were hired to clean 42 drains that required larger
equipment. Approximately 137 drains in Allegan County and the five ‘
adjacent counties of Barry, Kalamazoo, Kent, Ottawa, and Van Buren were
inspected or maintained.




BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

The Allegan County Board of Public Works was established and organized
under Act 185 of 1957, as amended. In Allegan County the Board of Public
Works has seven members that include the Drain Commissioner and six
other members appointed by the County Board of Commissioners. The Drain
Commissioner is the elected Secretary for the Board of Public Works with
Drain Office staff providing administrative support. ‘

The majority of our county’s municipal water supply and/or sewage collection
and disposal systems were constructed and/or improved using the provisions
allowed under Act 185. By utilizing the County’s bond rating, a local
municipality receives more favorable and affordable financing for these types
of public works projects. The County of Allegan/Board of Public Works is the
owner of record for the project until the incurred debt is paid in full.

In 2018 there were five active debt service accounts that involved eight
municipalities. Debt Service payments are billed to and paid biannually by
the affected municipalities. A total of $999,096.01 in principal, interest, and
fees was collected and paid for the year 2018.

INLAND LAKE LEVEL PROJECTS

Part 307 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act,

(Act 451 of 1994), provides for the determination, establishment, and
maintenance of the normal height and level of inland lakes in Michigan. Part
307 also requires inspection every three years of all lake level control
structures on inland lakes that have normal levels established under this
Act. Inspections must be performed by a licensed professional engineer and
a copy of the inspection report must be submitted to the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality.

The County Board of Commissioners delegates administrative duties to the
Drain Commissioner to oversee lake level projects and required inspections.
Allegan County has six established lake levels: Base Line Lake, Dumont Lake,
Miner Lake, Monterey Lake, Osterhout Lake, and Pine Creek Lake.




INLAND LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARDS

Part 309 of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act,

(Act 451 of 1994), provides for the improvement of certain inland lakes;
authorizes the dredging and removal of undesirable materials from lakes;
authorizes the payment of improvement costs and related expenses through
special assessment to properties within an established district; and specifies

- the county drain commissioner, or his/her designee, to serve as a member of

the lake board.

Allegan County has an established lake improvement board for Gun Lake,
Hutchins Lake, Lower Scott Lake and Miner Lake. In Allegan County, lake
improvement boards have been established primarily for aquatic plant control
and abatement of water quality issues.

GENERAL DEVELOPMENTS

There were 17 General Development plans submitted for Storm Water
Management Plan review and approval, at the request of various Townships,
as follows:

All Properties Unlimited, Holland Liquid Haulers Maint., Dorr Twp.

Black Sheep Shelters, Casco Twp. Otsego Pub Sch., Otsego

Burgess Concrete, Dorr Twp. Pier Cove Basin, Ganges Twp.

D & L Truck, Fillmore Twp. Plummer’s Disposal, Leighton Twp.
Hamilton Comm. Sch., Fillmore Twp. Sebright Products Basin, Wayland Twp.
Hoekstra Electric, Holland South Holland Rentals, Fillmore Twp.
Koops 881 Productions, Holland Speedway, Holland

Koops 979 Productions, Holland Superior Plumbing, Leighton Twp.

Life Change Church, Salem Twp.

MOBILE HOME PARKS

Public Act 419 of 1976, the Mobile Home Commission Act, requires that a
person who desires to develop a mobile home park shall submit a preliminary
plan to the appropriate municipality, local health department, county road
commission, and county drain commissioner for preliminary approval. The
Drain Commissioner shall review and may approve outlet drainage to ensure
that development of the proposed mobile home park does not cause flooding
offsite. In 2018, The Drain Commissioner received one submission for review
and approval for Hidden Creek Community- Phase 2 in Filimore Township.




SITE CONDOMINIUMS

Act 59 of 1978, the Condominium Act, requires that written notice of intent
to construct a condominium project be provided to the appropriate city,
village, township, or county, the County Road Commission and the County
Drain Commissioner. The Drain Commissioner received four storm water
management reviews for 2018:

Grounds of Favor, Salem Twp.
Laketown Crossings, Laketown Twp.
Leighton Express, Leighton Twp.
Oak Branch, Monterey Twp.

SUBIVISION DEVELOPMENT

Public Act 288 of 1967, as amended, the Land Division Act, provides the
main regulatory mechanism to ensure that subdivisions meet the standards
set by local governmental officials.

The role of the Drain Commissioner under this Act is to ensure that adequate
storm water facilities are designed, constructed, and maintained to ensure
that landowners within the subdivision are protected from flooding and that
the development does not cause an increase in flooding outside of the
subdivision.

The Drain Commissioner requires that the plat proprietor/developer provide
for adequate storm water facilities. Section 433 of the Michigan Drain Code
provides for the construction of a drainage system by the developer to serve
a newly established plat and the subsequent establishment of a drainage
district in relation to the storm water facility. The drainage system is
constructed according to specifications and standards set by the Drain
Commissioner. Upon completion, the system can then be remanded to the
Drain Commissioner as an established county drain using a formal document
known as a 433 Agreement. In 2018, three plat developments were
submitted:

Grandview Estates, Wayland Twp.
Paris Ridge Estates IV, Leighton Twp.
Paris Ridge Estates V, Leighton Twp.




MS4 PERMIT

In 2016, the Allegan County Drain Commissioner was required to apply for
an NPDES Jurisdictional Permit for storm water discharges from a regulated
municipal separate storm sewer system (MS4). This permit required the
creation of a Storm Water Management Plan composed of six major sections:
Public Education Program, Public Involvement and Participation, Illicit
Discharge Elimination Program, Post Construction Storm Water Management
Program, Construction Storm Water Runoff Control, and Pollution
Prevention/Good Housekeeping Standards.

Throughout 2017 and 2018 the Allegan County Drain Commissioner’s Office
worked with the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council, in coordination with
other County Departments, to review and update plan components per
MDEQ'’s initial comments. In 2018, there was an emphasis on finishing
revisions to the Post Construction Storm Water Management Program,
administered in Allegan County as Site Development Rules. As of the end of
2018, the updated rules were not quite ready for final DEQ review. Once this
part of the permit is ready for review, the permit application will be
resubmitted in full for final DEQ review and approval. The MDEQ anticipates
issuing permits by September 2019.

In spring 2018, Allegan County’s stormwater permit was audited by the
MDEQ. The audit was conducted in conjunction with the City of Holland and
Ottawa County Road Commission with the assistance of the Macatawa Area
Coordinating Council. The only major deficiency noted during the audit is
that all permittees were due to conduct employee training required for illicit
discharge elimination and pollution prevention and good housekeeping.
Training was conducted by the Macatawa Area Coordinating Council and the
Kalamazoo River Watershed Council for Allegan County and Allegan County
Road Commission employees in October 2018.

SAW GRANT

In December 2017, the Drain Office received notification that the SAW Grant
offered through the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, which we
initially submitted in 2013 with Board of Commissioner approval on
Thursday, November 14, 2013, was approved. The amount is $120,000
which the grant will reimburse ninety percent ($108,000) with a ten percent
local match ($12,000) which has an end date of December 1, 2020. The
original application provided funding to clean and televise six drains, provide
GIS hardware/software training, and records scanning.
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2018 Activity Listing

Additional Detail/Information

8loz Ssassy

Loz Ssassy,

,dawpanedaa Slaaing

MO pesiane.) oy Jepe

D uge.:q-ﬁu;uealo puey

Bugueelg 1B3tueyagy

P8jadwon uoioadsy;

Ivadsy Juswisaify fod

'A € augnoy Uoipoadsy;

Uononysuog uonnay

iSanbeg, s;esodon/spls

Buyaaugﬁua

uog;euguua;aq Jo pieog

°¥ Uonnad/uoeoyday

¥ Uonnag/uoneayddy,

Payods; Weyqougy

Drain Name

Willey

Willow

Wilson

Wilson

Wind & Woods Petition

Winks & Branch

Wolf

Wolf - Levett - Bauer

Wolf - Plat

Woodridge Estates (433 agreement)

Wright

Youngs

Drain
No

699
595
596
597
814
598
600
601
762

793
602
655

T:\Drainl\ANNUAL REPORT\2018\2018-Active Status List
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And | do Hereby Certify, that the foregoing embraces a full and true
report of all the drains applied for, begun, constructed, or finished during
the year now ended under the supervision of the Drain Commissioner,

Denise Medemar, all of which is respectfully submitted.

Dated at Allegan, Michigan, this 25th Day of April, 2019.

lcitlfderas.

Denise Medemar
Allegan County Drain Commissioner

2018 ANNUAL REPORT
OF
DRAIN COMMISSIONER
COUNTY OF ALLEGAN
STATE OF MICHIGAN




